FOREWORD

The idea of presenting a Volume of Indian and Eastern Studies to
Dr. F. W. Thomas, C.LE. on the occasion of his 72nd birthday was first
discussed by us with Mr. M. N. Kulkarni, Manager of the Karnatak
Publishing House, Bombay, in November, 1937, as we were then busy with
the work of founding the New Indian Antiquary to be published by this
firm with effect from April, 1938. Mr. Kulkarni having readily expressed
his willingness to publish the proposed volume a Festschrift Committee con-
sisting of Dewan Bahadur Dr. S. K. Aiyangar, Dr. V. S. Sukthankar,
Dr. S. K. De and Dr. L. Sarup was formed with a view to invite contributions
to this Festschrift from Oriental Scholars all over the world. The response
to the Committee's appeal was very generous and representative as will be
seen from the number and variety of papers included in the present volume
though, as a matter of fact, some papers meant for the volume could not
be published, having been received too late for publication. We offer our
grateful thanks to the members of the Festschrift Committee for their active
co-operation, to the Publishers for the self-sacrificing spirit in which they
have helped us in honouring an eminent Orientalist and to all the contributors
to the volume, but for whose prompt and effective collaboration our efforts
would not have been crowned with success. The Karnatak Printing Press also
deserve our best thanks for their efficiency and promptness in executing the
printing of the volume as elegantly as possible in spite of the heavy pressure
of work connected with the New Indian Antiquary.
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